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ISRI Testimony Supports New Jersey Legislation Aimed at Expanding Use of Recycled Plastics Waste Dive, Dec. 11, 2020
ISRI testified before the New Jersey Senate Environment and Energy Committee in support of proposed legislation that expands and increases the use of recycled plastics. The bill is a proposed Senate Committee Substitute for Senate No. 2515, for which ISRI also testified in support of. Read More>

Inspector General faults Chicago for multifamily recycling stagnancy, lawmakers call for answers Waste Dive Dec. 11, 2020
	 


The Department of Streets and Sanitation was found to be falling short in multiple areas, when it comes to enforcing recycling for numerous buildings in the city. Local aldermen are calling for a hearing on the issue in January.

	Republic Services highlights plastic market limitations, clarifies EPR stances, in report Waste Dive: Recycling Newsletter Dec. 9, 2020 


A recent report, stemming from a shareholder resolution this year, shows the financial complexities around managing mixed plastics. It's also the latest sign of an industry shift on the rising producer responsibility discussion.
…Republic Services recently stated in a report, prepared by Resource Recycling Systems, that 12% of the plastics it manages (specifically #3, 4, 6 and 7) "currently have limited or no end markets" and are generally disposed. Plastics account for 7.7% of the total recyclables marketed by the company….

Helping ensure the long-term viability of polypropylene plastic will take all of us. Learn how we can make a difference together. Dec. 9, 2020
According to The Recycling Partnership’s 2020 State of Curbside Recycling report, some limited data from capture studies suggest there may be as much as 17 pounds of polypropylene available per year from a single-family household. This would place polypropylene at higher generation rates than both natural and colored HDPE. Total annual polypropylene tonnage by U.S. single-family households would be an estimated 827,000 tons or 1.65 billion pounds. https://recyclingpartnership.org/polypropylene-coalition/

St. Lucie County, FL Adds Foam Polystyrene Recycling Program Waste Dive, Dec. 9, 2020
St. Lucie County, FL residents and businesses will now be able to recycle more foam polystyrene products, thanks to a $50,000 grant from the Foam Recycling Coalition. After starting a single stream program in 2014, St. Lucie County has seen a continuous increase in the tonnage being processed ... Read More>

Plastics Industry Emphasizes Solutions to Eliminate Plastic Waste and Drive the Circular Economy Forward Waste Dive, Dec. 9, 2020
The Center for Biological Diversity, along with partner organizations, will hold a virtual press conference. The following statement is from Joshua Baca, ACC’s vice president of plastics: “Looking to 2021 and beyond, America’s plastic makers will continue working in a bipartisan, practical and collaborative fashion to advance solutions for a circular and sustainable economy for plastics. We look forward to rolling up our sleeves and working with the incoming Biden administration ... Read More>

SWANA Submits Comments on National Recycling Strategy Waste Dive, Dec. 8, 2020
SWANA submitted comments on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) draft National Recycling Strategy. SWANA strongly supports EPA having an active and visible role at the national level to create a stronger, more resilient, and cost-effective U.S. municipal solid waste recycling system. Read More>

FPA and PSI Reach Agreement on Legislative Elements of an EPR Bill for Packaging and Paper Products Waste Dive, Dec. 8, 2020
The Flexible Packaging Association (FPA), the leading advocate and voice for the growing U.S. flexible packaging industry, and the Product Stewardship Institute (PSI), a leader of the U.S. product stewardship movement, have announced an agreement on eight legislative elements of an extended producer responsibility (EPR) bill for packaging and paper products (PPP). Read More>

Plastics Industry Highly Supportive of EPA’s National Recycling Strategy, Say Association Leaders Waste Dive Dec. 8, 2020
The members of the Plastics Association Leaders Group issued the following statement on the Environmental Protection Agency’s request for input into its proposed national recycling strategy: “The recent recycling goal announced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that calls for an increase in the national recycling rate to 50% by 2030 (“50 by 30”) will promote collaboration and partnership with government, materials manufacturers, brands, non-profits, and NGOs. Read More>

5 Things to Know About Plastic Pollution and How to Stop It,  EcoWatch, Dec. 5, 2020
A study about solutions to plastic waste, published in the same issue, attributed the plastic pollution epidemic to a rise in single-use plastic and "an expanding 'throw-away' culture." The researchers also found that waste-management systems simply can't deal with the onslaught of plastic, which is why so much of it ends up in the environment. We now know that only 9% of the plastic products we use actually get recycled. https://www.ecowatch.com/amp/stop-plastic-pollution-2649324134

OLCC will not enforce Bottle Bill Redemption Requirements for stores in counties in extreme and high risk levels Madras Pioneer, Dec. 4, 2020
https://pamplinmedia.com/msp/129-news/489972-394039-olcc-will-not-enforce-bottle-bill-redemption-requirements-for-stores-in-counties-in-extreme-and-high-risk-levels

