November Articles
Episode 86: Feet on the Street Atlanta—The Recycling Partnership’s Case Study on Citywide Contamination Reduction -- Nov 30, 2020  https://www.waste360.com/nothingwasted-podcast/episode-86-feet-street-atlantathe-recycling-partnerships-case-study-citywide
Mon 8:30 | Oregon Auditors Find Issues With Bottle Deposit Compliance  -- Jefferson Public Radio  
The state that made bottle recycling a matter of law has some issues with its law. Oregon's dime-a-container beverage system was recently audited by ...
Editorial: Don't hide a tire tax  -- Bend Bulletin Nov. 28, 2020  The idea in Oregon might be to charge the tax and use the revenue to help with recycling tires and also put money into a fund to provide incentives to ...
The future of recycling is local collaboration, experts say. Here's what Phoenix-area cities are doing Nov. 28, 2020 Alison Steinbach Arizona Republic
…But then in October 2019, a fire at the Salt River Landfill destroyed a Republic Services facility where Mesa sent 60% of its recyclables, rendering the plant inoperable until late next year. The next month, another of the city’s vendors insisted on increasing fees or ending the contract, according to the city. Then came COVID-19, which threw a wrench in the city budget. As trash tonnage mushroomed with more people staying home and city officials considered what services they might need to scale back, Mesa paused recycling.
For about six months, everything was sent to the landfill. Recycling resumed in late October, with the city sending as much of its recycling as it can to its now single vendor. When Republic Services rebuilds, the additional recycling will be sent there….  
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix/2020/11/24/phoenix-area-cities-eye-ways-save-struggling-recycling-programs/6316462002/
Plastic Makers Applaud Governor Wolf for Signing Advanced Recycling Legislation into Law in Pennsylvania  Nov. 27, 2020
Governor Tom Wolf signed HB 1808 into law, which will enable greater adoption of advanced plastics recycling. The American Chemistry Council welcomed the legislation and issued the following statement ... Read More>

Tampa Conducts Recycling Study to Lower its “Contamination” Rate by Mitch Perry Tampa ov. 24, 2020
...The Florida Legislature set a statewide weight-based recycling goal of 75% by this year, but that’s not going to happen. The statewide recycling rate is currently just at 49%, according to a 2019 report from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.
“Many of the challenges we currently face with recycling have occurred as a result of changes in collection methods, recycling markets and the types and quality of materials acceptable for recycling,” the report reads.
A previous survey done by the city of Tampa showed that a whopping 37% of what is placed in recycling bins are contaminated items – meaning those items that are not recyclable or include dirty food containers (think of a stained pizza box)…. 
https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/news/2020/11/24/tampa-recycling-study-contamination

Colorado recycling drops, and state is working to fix that By MICHAEL ELIZABETH SAKAS - November 22, 2020  DENVER (AP) - Colorado is wasting more and recycling less.
From 2018 to 2019, the state’s recycling rate dropped to 15.9 percent from 17.2 percent, far below the national average of 35 percent, according to an annual report released by Eco-Cycle and the Colorado Public Interest Research Group….
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/nov/22/colorado-recycling-drops-and-state-is-working-to-f/

America’s Plastic Makers Applaud EPA’s First-Ever National Recycling Goal, Call on Congress to Support
November 20, 2020
…Retaining and growing congressional engagement is key, too, as achieving EPA goals will require smart policies, such as national standards for recycling programs, minimum recycled content standards, and updated frameworks that classify advanced recycling technologies as manufacturing instead of waste disposal.  We look forward to working with Congress on strategies to grow and modernize our recycling systems through infrastructure investment and access, strengthen markets for recycled materials, and education.
[bookmark: _GoBack]America’s plastic makers also have set goals to jumpstart a more circular economy for plastics in the U.S., that 100% of U.S. plastic packaging will be recyclable or recoverable by 2030, and 100% of U.S. plastics packaging will be reused, recovered or recycled by 2040. To help achieve these goals, earlier this year ACC introduced the Roadmap to Reuse, which together with the Guiding Principles, provide a first-of-its-kind framework to help guide actions that support the delivery of solutions to meet these commitments….
https://wasteadvantagemag.com/americas-plastic-makers-applaud-epas-first-ever-national-recycling-goal-call-on-congress-to-support/
It’s Time to Remove the Recycling Symbol from Plastics (Commentary) Kate Bailey | Nov 16, 2020
https://www.waste360.com/plastics/its-time-remove-recycling-symbol-plastics-commentary

		 

	Trendline Recycling during a pandemic Waste Dive Nov 2020  


The recycling industry experienced notable recent turbulence due to market and policy shifts. The COVID-19 pandemic brought even more disruption, while some say it is proving the sector's resilience.



Oregon's iconic Bottle Bill program gets eyed for a 50th anniversary update   OPB News Nov. 9, 2020
... public to recycle. The recommendations were delivered to the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, which oversees the Bottle Bill's implementation. And..Willamette Week
https://www.wweek.com/news/state/2020/11/10/state-audit-of-oregons-iconic-bottle-bill-notes-cross-border-fraud-opportunity-in-wine-liquor-redemption/
AmSty and Agilyx Announce Completion of a Certified Circular Recycling Pathway for Polystyrene  Odessa American Nov. 8, 2020 ... from solid form to its liquid feedstock called recycled styrene monomer (RSM) at their joint venture facility, Regenyx, operating in Tigard, Oregon.

University of Michigan Myth busting – 5 common misperceptions surrounding the environmental impacts of single use plastics [LCA] https://news.umich.edu/mythbusting-5-common-misperceptions-surrounding-the-environmental-impacts-of-single-use-plastics/

In My Opinion: Focus on waste reduction, not recycling - Resource Recycling News https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/11/10/in-my-opinion-focus-on-waste-reduction-not-recycling/
A reader demands Dr. Know actually explain what items are really being recycled – WW By Marty Smith, Nov. 8, 2020 https://www.wweek.com/environment/2020/11/08/a-reader-demands-dr-know-actually-explain-what-items-are-really-being-recycled/

